William R. "Smokey" Adams
June 1, 1927 - April 18, 2018

William R. “Smokey “ Adams, age 90, of Delaware, died Wednesday evening April 18,
2018 at his home. He was born in Sunbury June 1, 1927 to the late Clarence and Edna
(Davenport) Adams.
William was a 1945 graduate of Willis High School and served in the U.S. Navy during
both World War II and the Korean War. Smokey was a fireman for the City of Delaware
from 1950 until his retirement in 1980. He was a member of the American Legion, V.F.W.,
AmVets, Hiram Masonic Lodge, Elks, Moose, Eagles and the N.R.A. He enjoyed fishing,
hunting and traveling.
William is survived by his son; Kevin (Sharon) Adams of Delaware; grandchildren, Erin,
Celia, Amy and Jacob: great-grandchildren, Ethan, Brandt, Eli, Sienna, Jordan, and Riley.
In addition to his parents, William was preceded in death by his Wife Phillis, son William
Adams, sister, Naomi Reeder, and brother Nelson Gordon Adams.
Friends may call at the Robinson Funeral Home on Sunday April 22, 2018 from 2:00 until
6:00PM at which time the Hiram Masonic Lodge will hold a Masonic Service. The funeral
service will be held on Monday at 1:00PM burial will follow in Cheshire Cemetery.
Delaware County Veterans Association will conduct full military honors.
Condolences and memories may be shared online at www.robinsonfuneralhomeinc.com.
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Comments

“

God Bless/RIP. A heartfelt Thank YOU for your service in WWII. The USA would
NOT be as it is today. I treasure the freedoms for which YOU fought.. And Semper
Fi.

Herb Guyer-Sharfenaker USMC - May 22, 2018 at 02:45 PM

“

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Adams purchased the Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses
for the family of William R. "Smokey" Adams.

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Adams - April 22, 2018 at 06:10 PM

“

Chris and Nicki Acker purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of William R.
"Smokey" Adams.

Chris and Nicki Acker - April 21, 2018 at 11:46 PM

“

Connie Watson lit a candle in memory of William R. "Smokey" Adams

Connie Watson - April 21, 2018 at 06:45 PM

“

My name is Connie Watson the senior commander of the VFW Post 3297 located in
Delaware. Ohio. I did not know Smokey that well. Last Fourth of July our post had a
float in the Ostrander Parade Smokey rode on our float. It was a great honor to have
him participate in the event. There are a lot of VFW members that knew him better
and talked about him a lot. I do know that he liked to play cards at the Post. I know
our Post is very saddened of his passing. Everyone from VFW Post 3297 want to
send out our condolence to remaining family, and if there is anything the family
needs please contact the post and we will do our best to help in anyway. Special
message to Smokey (Smokey we will all miss you greatly but we all know that you
are in a better place now) Rest in Peace
Sincerely
Connie Watson Senior Commander of VFW Post 3297

Connie Watson - April 21, 2018 at 06:44 PM

“

Mr. Adams (he will always be that to me...out of respect) was a marvelous friend of
my family. I grew up playing sports and other shenanigans with his sons nearly every
day. I have the fondest memories of flying model airplanes (by wire) in his yard,
shooting skeet in the cow field across Warrensburg road, fishing, eating his
pancakes on Saturday morning (big as the skillet), listening to his stories of the fire
dept. and the navy. He was such a solid citizen and friend to my family and father,
and then my brother-in-law Vlassis. Always ready to help with any maintenance or
construction project we were into. Like my sister, I remember the peanut brittle, the
fish, the venison, and the fresh produce from his garden. That he took on two more
generations of Robinsons and Koukis as his friends in the same gentle, solid
friendship is more special than can be put into words. Thanks Smokey.

Mike Robinson - April 20, 2018 at 06:31 PM

“

BIll has been a family friend since my parents built the house on Homestead Lane in
1958. When my parents' health failed, my husband and I moved into take care of
them and remained after they passed away. My husband, Vlassis, became his friend,
and every Christmas, as he had with my parents, Bill would bring us over his
wonderful peanut brittle, homemade bread, and the fish he had caught at Lake Erie
that summer. They would exchange stories about the lake, and Bill would tell war
stories. Our grandchildren then began visiting him, and would come home with tales
of being a firefighter and fishing, and all five of them always looked forward to
running over to his house through the back yard to visit "really old Mr. Adams, the
firefighter." I know that Knox, my oldest grandson, will treasure the stories they

shared for years to come. He and Phyllis were great neighbors, and I will miss them.
Susan Koukis - April 19, 2018 at 06:04 PM

